Invasive pulmonary aspergillosis.
In susceptible patients, invasive aspergillosis has a high incidence and a mortality of up to 80%. The diagnosis of this condition is difficult, especially in the early stages of the disease and, as a consequence, antifungal therapy, despite its expense and toxicity, is often initiated empirically. Until recently, there were very few effective antifungal agents for established invasive aspergillosis, but the introduction of two new drugs, voriconazole and caspofungin, has increased the treatment options. These newer antifungal therapies, combined with improved early diagnosis due to the introduction of newer microbiologic techniques, offer the hope that there will be a significant improvement in the substantial morbidity and mortality associated with invasive aspergillosis over the next 5 years.